Virtual Nation
The Internet in Australia

Gerard Goggin (ed.)

The Internet is used by millions of Australians every day, but what do we really know about this
extraordinary phenomenon? How did the Internet develop in Australia? What have been the
distinctive Australian contexts shaping the Internet? And what have been its implications for

Australian culture and society?

The first comprehensive book on the Australian Internet, Virtual Nation offers a surprising,
thought-provoking, and rigorous introduction to a technology that we now can’t do without.
Featuring leading experts on topics spanning history, use, culture, policy, and future, Virtual
Nation is indispensable for students, researchers, teachers, policymakers, technologists, and
anyone interested in how digital technologies are transforming our lives.

The final chapter of the book invites readers to join the conversation — putting their views
through an online blog, and literally putting the theory into practice.

About the Author

Dr Gerard Goggin is an Australian Research Fellow at the Centre for Critical and Cultural
Studies, University of Queensland. He has been fascinated by the Internet since he first got
online in the early 1990s, and has written widely on the Internet, telecommunications and new
media. In this book Goggin brings together leading experts in the field, many with international

reputations.

Table of Contents

Part one Introduction

1 Antipodean Internet: Studying the Internet in Australia
Gerard Goggin

2 An Internet Primer: What the Internet is, and what it isn’t
Roger Clarke

Part two History

3 Where it began: Origins of the Internet in Australia
Roger Clarke

4 The Pegasus story: Getting Australia online
lan Peter

5 Net acceleration: The rise and rise of the Internet in Australia
Gerard Goggin

Part three Use

6  Networks of influence: Internet activism in Australia and beyond
Graham Meikle

7 @ home with the Internet: How families use the Internet
Lelia Green, Donell Holloway & Robyn Quin

8 Sex on the Net: Pornography and Internet censorship in Australia
Alan McKee

9  The Australian Misinformation Economy: The truth about electronic
commerce
Richard Joseph

Part four Culture

10 Make new friends and kill them: Online multiplayer computer game
culture
Sue Morris

11 Cyphers of the virtual: Australian Net art and the metaphysics of
telepresence
Darren Tofts

12 Digital Dreaming: Indigenous intellectual property and new
communication technologies
Christine Morris & Michael Meadows

13 Reconfiguring journalism: Syndication, gatewatching, and
multiperspectival news in Australian online journalism
Axel Bruns

14 Net worth: The unlikely rise of ABC Online
Fiona Martin

Part five Policy

15 The Net and the law: Legal issues and legal responses
Jock Given

16 Domesticating the Internet: Content regulation, virtual nation-building
and the family
Matthew Allen & Jane Long

17 Park life: The commons and communications policy
Elinor Rennie & Sherman Young

18 Imaginary trajectories of electronic government: The future of
networked government
Julian Thomas

Part six  Vision

19 Histories, trends, futures: Online roundtable on the future of the
Australian internet
Roger Clarke, Andrew Garton, Jock Given, Gerard Goggin, Lelia
Green, Geert Lovink, & Fiona Martin

Www.unswpress.com.au/isbn/
0868405035.htm

UNSW Press e University of New South Wales Sydney NSW 2052 e www.unswpress.com.au ® ph: 9664 0999 e fax: 9664 5420

Specifications >
240 x 165 mm, PB, $49.95

0 86840 503 5, August 2004, UNSW Press, 320 pp




Order Form

Four Ways to Order UNSW Press Titles

1. Order on our secure website www.unswpress.com.au
2. Over the phone on 02 9664 0999

3. Using the order form included below

4. Through your local bookshop

Prices & Postage

All prices are in Australian dollars and include GST. A list of
sales agents for UNSW Press outside Australia can be found
at http://www.unswpress.com.au/Ordering.htm

Postage Australia—wide is $8.80. Postage rates and ex-GST
prices for overseas orders will be calculated and confirmed before
processing your order.

Textbook Inspection Copies

Inspection copies of most books are available for approved courses.
Please email your request to: academic.press@unsw.edu.au

and include course name, estimated enrolment and your contact
details at the educational institution.

Media Enquiries
For author interviews, and other media enquiries:
email: marketing.press@unsw.edu.au ph: 02 9664 0915

Contact

UNSW Press

University of New South Wales
NSW, 2052, Australia

ABN: 40 000 382 669

ph: +61 (2) 9664 0999
fax: + 61 (2) 9664 5420
email: info.press@unsw.edu.au

/
\
Please send me the lo"oWing titles

Title

Price

Delivery & Payment Details

Full Name:

UL
UL

Subtotal: $
Postage: (Australia—wide) $8.80

Total: $

]

Street/PO Box Address:

City/Suburb: State:

Ph: (please include area code)

PostCode: I:I:I:I:l Country:

Email:

Or

I:l | enclose a cheque payable to UNSW Press for $

Please charge to my credit card I:l VISA I:l Mastercard I:l Bankcard I:l AMEX I:l Diners Amount $

Cardholder’s name:

Cardrumber:| | [ | J[ [ [ [ JL [ [ [ JL [ [ [ |8 [ ||

Signature:

Return order form to: UNSW Press University of New South Wales, NSW, 2052, Australia

fax: (02) 9664 5420



